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[Abstract:] Mails a punch, not now in use, for milling the inner edge of silver dollar collar... 
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Mint of the United States at New Orleans, La., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
November 26, 1883 


Sir 


In response to your favor of the 21st inst. I send you by mail today one of the punches, 
not in use now, for milling the inner edge of the silver dollar collars. 


We use the punch for milling the collars, and the making of it given us a good deal of 
trouble. After five or six attempts the one in use now was grooved on a plainer by putting an 
index plate of a gear-cutter on the end of the punch and cutting the groves from small end up. 
The smaller end being slightly elevated on centre to bring the upper surface level. One punch 
was then finished in the latter with a knurling tool raw in the slide-rest from point up. The tool- 
stock being slightly set-over. All attempts to make punches with the knurling tool alone proved a 
failure yet, the one now sent you, it is said, was made in this way. It has 176 leaves. The punch 
we are now using has 180 because 176 could not be obtained from the index plate used in 
plaining the groves. 


No one here knows any thing about milling the collars with the knurling tool, (without 
using the punch), and it strikes me that it must be a difficult operation and attended with the risk 
of spoiling a good many collars. 


You need not return the punch sent you. It could be used again by drawing the temper 
cutting new circular groves, and retempering, and though drawing the temper and hardening 
again are not different operations with your machines, how some how they are apt to fail. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obt. servant 
A.W. Smythe Supt. 


Col. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. Mint U.S. Philadelphia 


